THEIR VOICE IS  HEARD

also it has made opportunities to cross-examine their
representatives.

At Calcutta, a joint deputation of Namasudras and
others of the class known as 'depressed/ 'outcaste,1
or 'untouchable' was heard by the Simon Commission.
Its spokesman, Mr. M. B. Mullick, 'detailed the social
handicaps inflicted upon the community/ and is thus,
in part, reported:

The population of the, depressed classes in
Bengal was about two-fifths of the total popula-
tion [therefore about^nineteen million]. Entry to
the temples was prohibited for them. If a high
caste Hindu was cooking food the mere entry of
a depressed class member would pollute him.
They lived in separate places in villages and bad
* names were given to their villages. They had no
access to the water of the District Board Wells,
but had generally to live on tank1 water, which was
dirty. The children of the depressed classes were
given back and separate seats in schools, and were
not allowed to touch high caste children. If ever,
by some chance, they did so, they were badly
beaten. . . . Even the postmen refused to deliver
their letters, if their depressed class name or occu-
pation was not written in the address. They had to
wait outside to throw their money into the Post
Office, when postcards and stamps were thrown to
them from a distance by postal clerks.

Statutory Commission by the 'Untouchables of the Bombay Presi-
dency,' The Pioneer, Allahabad, June i5th, 1928.

1 An Indian village tank is the village pond ; for description see
Mother India, pp. 325-326.
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